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T
h

e 
O

pelou
sas 

N
ation

al 
H

istoric 
D

istrict, 
located in the heart 
of 

O
ld 

O
pelousas, 

show
cases 

m
ore 

than 
175 

years 
of 

architecture, ranging 
from

 G
reek R

evival 
to A

rt D
eco.  V

isit 
the 300+ year old Jim

 
Bow

ie O
ak and our 

courthouse 
square, 

or stroll dow
n brick 

sidew
alks dating back 

to 
the 

early 
1800s 

w
hile exploring our H

istoric D
istrict.  Stop by the 

visitor’s center for a free driving and w
alking m

ap.

 O
pelou

sas M
u

seu
m

 &
 In

terpretive C
en

ter – 
T

his m
useum

 show
cases various objects and artifacts 

relating to the history and culture of the city.  Learn 
about the N

ative A
m

ericans, C
ajuns, C

reoles, A
frican 

A
m

ericans, and the French and Spanish.  D
iscover the 

area’s im
portant role in the C

ivil W
ar and learn about 

fam
ous O

pelousas residents.   337-948-2589.

C
reole 

H
eritage 

&
 

Folk
life 

C
en

ter – Learn 
about the rich heritage of 
the C

reoles of C
olor people 

of 
Southw

est 
Louisiana 

337-945-5064.

Attractions

E
van

gelin
e 

D
ow

n
s 

R
acetrack

 
&

 
C

asin
o – 

O
ffers som

e of best V
egas-style gam

ing action w
ith 

m
ore than 1,600 slots and exciting T

horoughbred 
and 

Q
uarter 

horse 
racing 

w
here 

the 
announcer 

yells, “Ils sont partis!” – French for “T
hey’re off!”  

Enjoy live m
usic and concerts. 1-866-472-2466 or 

evangelinedow
ns.com

P
u

blic 
A

rt 
– 

D
iscover 

dow
ntow

n 
and 

explore 
unique public art including the A

cadian to C
ajun m

ural, 
Zydeco C

apital of the W
orld m

ural, Seven Brothers O
ak 

m
ural, St. Landry Parish H

istory from
 the 1800s m

ural, 
and Fiddle M

ania – large fiberglass and m
etal fiddles 

decorated by local artists.  O
pelousas is also hom

e to a 
certified C

ultural D
istrict, so be sure to take advantage 

of tax-free purchased original art.

H
istoric C

h
u

rch
es an

d C
em

eteries – T
he St. 

Landry C
atholic C

hurch w
as established by French 
C

apuchin friars in the m
id-

1700s. 
 

O
ther 

churches 
include 

Louisiana 
M

em
orial 

U
nited 

M
ethodist C

hurch, H
oly 

G
host C

atholic C
hurch, 

M
t. O

live Baptist C
hurch 

and 
Little 

Zion 
Baptist 

C
hurch. 

C
em

eteries 
include 

St. 
Landry 

C
atholic 

and 
M

yrtle 
G

rove.

 H
istorical an

d G
en

ealogical R
esearch – O

pelousas 
is a treasure trove for historians and genealogists.  T

he 
area’s records date back to the French and Spanish 
colonial eras.  T

he docum
ents located at the St. Landry 

Parish C
ourthouse and St. Landry C

atholic C
hurch rival 

those of N
ew

 O
rleans, M

obile and N
atchitoches.

L
e V

ieu
x V

illage – French for the O
ld village. T

his 
historical 

park 
and 

m
useum

 
is 

a 
collection 

of 
buildings 

from
 

O
pelousas 

and 
St. 

Landry 
Parish, 

dating 
from

 the 1700s 
to 

the 
early 

20th 
century.  

T
he village includes one of the oldest C

reole hom
es 

w
est of the M

ississippi R
iver the M

ississippi R
iver, the 

Louisiana O
rphan Train M

useum
, and a Zydeco M

usic 
exhibit. T

here’s even a chapel for w
eddings!  For free 

guided tours and info: 1-800-424-5442.

L
ou

isian
a O

rph
an

 T
rain

 M
u

seu
m

 – H
oused in 

a form
er U

nion Pacific D
epot, this m

useum
 honors the 

inspiring story of abandoned and hom
eless children w

ho 
w

ere rescued from
 the streets of N

ew
 York and becam

e 
know

n as the O
rphan Train R

iders that traveled to 
Louisiana betw

een 1873 and 1929.  337-948-9922 or 
laorphantrain.com

.

H
istoric M

ich
el P

ru
dh

om
m

e H
ou

se – Believed 
to be the oldest structure, circa 1770,  still located in 
its original location in St. Landry Parish, and is a fine 
exam

ple of French C
olonial architecture. D

uring the 
C

ivil W
ar, the hom

e w
as used to house U

nion officers.  
A

vailable for tours, m
eetings and receptions by appt.  

337-942-8011.

   
R

V
 C

am
pin

g is available at O
pelousas South C

ity 
Park.  T

he Park features 67 sites w
ith w

ater, electric 
hook-ups and dum

p station.

For 
Sportsm

en 
and 

N
ature Lovers, O

pelousas 
is part of the A

tchafalaya 
N

ational 
H

eritage 
A

rea 
and 

nearby 
T

histlew
aite 

W
ildlife 

M
anagem

ent 
A

rea. T
hese sites provide 

opportunities for biking, hunting, fishing and paddling!

Firem
an’s 

M
useum

 
– M

em
orabilia and artifacts 

related to O
pelousas H

ope, H
ook and Ladder Fire C

o. 
#1, one of the oldest volunteer fire com

panies in the city.  
It is housed in the com

pany’s form
er building w

hich also 
serves as Fire Sub-Station 3.  Free and open to the public.  
337-948-2542.


