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Attractions

&Hrm Opelousas National Historic District,
located in the heart
of Old Opelousas,
showcases more
than 175 years of
architecture, ranging
from Greek Revival
to Art Deco. Visit
the 300+ year old Jim
Bowie Oak and our
courthouse  square,
or stroll down brick
sidewalks dating back
to the early 1800s
while exploring our Historic District. Stop by the
visitor’s center for a free driving and walking map.

.&Q Opelousas Museum & Interpretive Center —
This museum showcases various objects and artifacts
relating to the history and culture of the city. Learn
about the Native Americans, Cajuns, Creoles, African
Americans, and the French and Spanish. Discover the
area’s important role in the Civil War and learn about

famous Opelousas residents. 337-948-2589.

¥ Fireman’s Museum — Memorabilia and artifacts
related to Opelousas Hope, Hook and Ladder Fire Co.
#1, one of the oldest volunteer fire companies in the city.
It is housed in the company’s former building which also
serves as Fire Sub-Station 3. Free and open to the public.

337-948-25412.

&Q Creole Heritage &
Folklife Center — Learn
about the rich heritage of
the Creoles of Color people
of Southwest Louisiana

337-945-5064.

¥ Le Vieux <_=mmm French for the Old village. This
historical ~ park .

and  museum
is a collection
of buildings
from Opelousas
and St. Landry
Parish, dating
from the 1700s
to the early
20th  century.
The village includes one of the oldest Creole homes
west of the Mississippi River the Mississippi River, the
Louisiana Orphan Train Museum, and a Zydeco Music
exhibit. There’s even a chapel for weddings! For free

guided tours and info: 1-800-424-5442.

&Q Louisiana Orphan Train Museum - Housed in
a former Union Pacific Depot, this museum honors the
inspiring story of abandoned and homeless children who
were rescued from the streets of New York and became
known as the Orphan Train Riders that traveled to
Louisiana between 1873 and 1929. 337-948-9922 or

laorphantrain.com.

¥ Historic Michel Prudhomme House — Believed
to be the oldest structure, circa 1770, still located in
its original location in St. Landry Parish, and is a fine
example of French Colonial architecture. During the
Civil War, the home was used to house Union officers.
Auvailable for tours, meetings and receptions by appt.

337-942-8011.

¥ Evangeline Downs Racetrack & Casino —
Offers some of best Vegas-style gaming action with
more than 1,600 slots and exciting Thoroughbred
and Quarter horse racing where the announcer
yells, “Ils sont partis!” — French for “They’re off!”
Enjoy live music and concerts. 1-866-472-2466 or
evangelinedowns.com

« Historic Churches and Cemeteries — The St.
Landry Catholic Church was established by French
Capuchin friarsin the mid-
1700s.  Other churches
include Louisiana
Memorial United
Methodist Church, Holy
Ghost Catholic Church,
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
and Little Zion Baptist
Church. Cemeteries
include  St.  Landry
Catholic and  Myrtle

Grove.

¥ Historical and Genealogical Research — Opelousas
is a treasure trove for historians and genealogists. The
area’s records date back to the French and Spanish
colonial eras. The documents located at the St. Landry
Parish Courthouse and St. Landry Catholic Church rival
those of New Orleans, Mobile and Natchitoches.

¥ Public Art — Discover downtown and explore
unique public art including the Acadian to Cajun mural,
Zydeco Capital of the World mural, Seven Brothers Oak
mural, St. Landry Parish History from the 1800s mural,
and Fiddle Mania — large fiberglass and metal fiddles
decorated by local artists. Opelousas is also home to a
certified Cultural District, so be sure to take advantage
of tax-free purchased original art.

« For Sportsmen and
Nature Lovers, Opelousas
is part of the Atchafalaya
National Heritage Area
and nearby Thistlewaite
Wildlife Management
Area. These sites provide =
opportunities for biking, hunting, fishing and paddling!

¥ RV Camping is available at Opelousas South City
Park. The Park features 67 sites with water, electric
hook-ups and dump station.



