A Story Preserved in Letters

Weddings and Receptions

Letters to Munich, Bavaria dated 1856: Twenty year-old Louise
von Seybold marries Valsin Marmillion, son of a wealthy
Louisiana sugar planter. Three months later, the couple arrives
for a short visit at the Marmillion estate in St. John Parish.
What Valsin and Louise find there will change their lives
forever. The night before their arrival, Valsin’s father had died.
The couple is forced to stay and run the sugar plantation. For
the next twenty-three years, Louise writes a letter every month
to her family in Germany. One hundred of these letters have
survived until today. They tell the story of a strong, courageous
woman, speak of her joys and sufferings in a time when the
South changed forever.
“My first undertaking was to arrange a room comfortably for
myself in order to get through the winter and the lying-in. I
chose my parlor for that; Valsin ordered me a nice, simple
carpet to keep it warm, our furniture was varnished, and my
room looks so cozy now that I am feeling quite proud and
happy about it.” (December 26, 1860)
“Valsin and Charles are inseparable as they used to be, and
they do not get further than the levee; Charles is obviously
still very much a Confederate; but it is calming to us that
he speaks so little about it and then with such tranquillity
that the military authorities could not possibly have anything
against him.” (May 23, 1865)

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

San Francisco
Plantation

Have your ceremony under the majestic oaks with the backdrop of
hisoric San Francisco Plantation. Then stroll to the elegantly decorated
Sugar Mill Pavilion where your guests will dance the night away. A
special celebration to remember and cherish for a lifetime.

Daily Tours
April - October
1st Tour 9:40 am / Last Tour 4:40 pm
1st Tour 9:40 am / Last Tour 4:00 pm
November - March
Closed on New Years Day, Mardi Gras, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas
Eve, and Christmas Day.

A Legacy of Wealth and Elegance
A History of Slavery and Sacrifice

How To Get Here
from New Orleans: exit 206 to Belle Terre Blvd., right on Hwy 61; left
at Hwy 637 then right on River Road (Hwy 44)
from Baton Rouge: exit 194, merge right at Hwy 641, left at Hwy 61,
right at Hwy 54 then left on River Road (Hwy 44)
from Vacherie: north on Hwy 20, cross Memorial Veterans Bridge, exit
Reserve, take left on River Road (Hwy 44), 5 mi. ahead.

Valsin Marmillion

Louise von Seybold

New Orleans

Phone (985) 535-2341
Email sanfran@rtconline.com
www.SanFranciscoPlantation.org

Corinne, Emma, and Amelie Marmillion

Restoration and Endowment by way of Marathon Petroleum Corporation.
Owned and operated by the San Francisco Plantation Foundation.

(888) 322-1756
www.SanFranciscoPlantation.org
2646 Highway 44 (River Road) • Garyville, Louisiana

The Big House
Built in 1856, San Francisco Plantation was originally named Sans
Frusquin, a name derived from a french slang phrase meaning, “without
a penny in my pocket” in reference to its high construction costs. The
exquisite home is a galleried house in the old Creole style, replete
with fine period antiques and furnishings, revealing the most glorious
nature of “La Belle Epoque” - a time when only the finest living and
accoutrements would do. Influenced by Louise’s Bavarian heritage, the
Plantation boasts a vivid palette, hand-painted ceilings, faux marble
and faux bois.

Visitors should travel to San Francisco Plantation because it is one of
Louisiana’s most stunning attractions combining different perspectives
of antebellum life and culture to provide a profound experience of this
historical period. We are offering an exciting and highly informative
plantation tour by a diverse group of skilled guides. San Francisco
Plantation is conviently located only 40 minutes from the cities of New
Orleans or Baton Rouge.

Slave Quarters
Tours of San Francisco Plantation focus on the lives and labor of
the enslaved. Through the restored living quarters and artifacts, this
museum gives visitors more than a glimpse into what antebellum life
was like on the plantation, while recounting stories of the enslaved
population. Slave quarters include sculptures by the famous artist
Woodrow Nash.

Today guests can admire the craftsmanship and honor the skilled
workers and artisans who constructed the beautiful historic home.
Edmond Marmillion maintained a crew of enslaved skilled carpenters
for the construction of the big house. Lead carpenter John Trotter had
the highest value, at $2,000, of any enslaved worker on the plantation
before the Civil War. The building’s sturdy construction and its
continued existence is a testament to these carpenters’ work.

Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it. We honor
the lives and accomplishments of all who endured slavery.

